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CVC Vision 2010- Making it Practical 4, sesye

As you know by now, through listening to you
and the Spirit (as in Acts 15:28), the elders have
discerned that God wants us to be currently focusing
on four things:

(1) A call to have every member and participant at
CVC committed to, and actively responding to,
God’s vision for us;

(2) to remove barriers and walls that keep us from
God’s fullness, both individually and
corporately;

(3) to be living stones that grow and interact
together in pursuing God’s will, both
individually and corporately;

(4) to build loving, meaningful and lasting bridges
into the world, both locally and globally, to
proclaim God’s kingdom to those apart from
Him.

We have summarized this in this phrase: “God is
calling us to become a community fully alive in Jesus
by Breaking Down Walls, Building Up Relationships
and Bridging Out to the World — and to do this
Together.”

This vision is not meant as an all-encompassing
vision for our Christian lives, or for CVC into the
future. It is, rather, a statement about what we believe
God is calling us to emphasize now — at this point in
the life of Cumberland Valley Church.

We don’t know how long this emphasis should or
will last. That is up to God. But we are committed to
being faithful to what he has given us. And that means
taking specific Action Steps - as discerned by the
Elders in dialog with church ministry leaders. This
took place in May and we want to lay these out before
yOou nOwW SO you can anticipate them.

Overall Action Plan

1. Preach one or two sermons on each emphasis,
starting September 12.

2. Write and implement Small Group Study and
Action Guides for all small groups in the church to
follow the themes in the vision. Most likely 7
sessions.

3. Develop a Vision display on the stage that provides
a visual reminder to people each Sunday.

4. Call for an individual commitment pledge of every
member and attender of CVVC, which would
include specific and minimal actions related to the
vision that are reasonable for all to take over a
period of time.

5. Hold a Vision Launch prayer meeting on Sunday,
Sept. 12 a half hour before the worship service —
with child care provided as necessary for young
children. Older children will stay with the adults.
We will incorporate children into this prayer
meeting.

“Breaking Down Walls” Action Plan

1. Clarify the goal of breaking down walls — which is
to remove whatever is blocking the fullness of God
in our lives. Clarify what this “spiritual fullness”
looks like from God’s perspective.

2. Develop a list of walls that can keep us from God’s
fullness (fears, past hurts, individual temperaments,
etc.). This list will serve as an aid for people in
their self-reflection and personal goal-setting.

3. Develop resources so people can take practical
steps in dealing with walls in general and specific
categories of walls.

4. Provide mentoring opportunities for those who
would value them.

5. Develop or use videos, skits or testimonies that
help people feel comfortable in addressing these
wall-issues, and that can provide hope for change.

6. Explore and identify corporate walls we have as a
church.

7. Provide pastoral (or leaders) oversight of people’s
processes.

“Building Up Relationships” Action Plan

1. Assess “spiritual connectedness” of current small
groups at CVC. How well are they working?

2. Create new groups and identify new leaders
(especially families with school-age children) as
necessary.




(Continued ~ Making it Practical)

4. ldentify ways we can connect children with adults
for spiritual relationships

5. Support deacon initiative with older adult
gatherings once a quarter

6. Continue developing connectedness among church
leaders through equipping and regular ministry-
sharing meetings

7. Help everyone at CVC get connected to others
through being involved in at least one serving
ministry (at least once/twice a year); help people
identify their gifts for ministry; create list of
ministry opportunities

8. Have meals at church after the Sunday worship
service about once a quarter for new people at
CVC - inviting different CVC people each time.

9. Schedule pot lucks after church (so people don’t
have to go out again) for greater opportunities for
fellowship

10. Create an “I Have...” “I Need...” board in the
church to promote sharing of resources.

11. Create marriage mentor groups; enlist couple(s) to
lead; provide mentor training.

“Bridging Out to the World” Action Plan

1. Get everyone involved in one personal/relational
outreach focus and one support outreach focus:
Relational: Intentional one-on-one loving
friendships to nonChristians or unchurched (work
associates, prison ministry, after school support,
neighbors, etc.); Support: Pray, give financially,
and support an organization or person in ministry
(special consideration to Cumberland Vista on our
property and CVC missionaries); provide list of
things to do (write letters, mow lawn, volunteer,
stuff envelopes, etc.); provide list of organizations
to support.

2. Equip people to invite friends to CVVC on Sunday
morning (Handout? Card?)

3. Identify ways ministries at CVC could cultivate a
stronger outreach heart

4. Support and promote “Family Promise” ministry to
homeless families in the area — meals and sleeping
at CVC one week per quarter.

5. Keep developing children’s ministries to be
outreach attractive (especially working with
Mountainside and post-Mountainside; friends of
kids)

Well, there it is. Actions steps to accomplish
God’s vision for us. At the present time these all seem
very reasonable to do in the months ahead. Some may
take longer to do than others. Some may require

sacrifice — others not so much. But we believe these
things will move us closer to God’s heart, closer to
becoming a “community fully alive in Jesus”.

We invite you to begin preparing your hearts —
preparing your hearts to receive, to lead, to act, to
listen . . . to knock some walls down, to connect to
others more deeply, to take fruitful steps in being part
of God’s love to the world. We continue to welcome
any feedback about this, or any volunteers that can
support the ministry leaders and elders of CVC in any
of the action plans. This is for Him — and for all of us.

Happy Father' Day o ol Father's at CVC

11l
Submitted By Cheryl Guinther

1t is the editor's fault this is printed after, instead of
before Father's Day.

Here's another cut out
from my files. One
that reminds me of
the type of man my
Father was. This is
an article from
Readers Digest by
Lewis Grizzard.

It's funny how our attitudes change about our
parents as we get older and they get older. These
people had it in for us when we were children. They
were the ones who made us eat our vegetables, go to
bed earlier then we wanted to, fussed over our grades,
lectured us . . . all because they really loved us.

| remember the conversation at a party awhile
back. "Tell them about your dad and the biscuits," one
friend asked the other. "It still makes me cry,” she
began. "Every morning when | go to work, | pass by
my father's house, and every morning | stop to have
coffee with him. He always makes biscuits because
he doesn't want me going to work on an empty
stomach. One cold and rainy day when | overslept, |
knew | wouldn't have time to stop and see him, so |
called to explain. ‘You won't be coming by?’ Dad
replied. | could hear the disappointment in his voice.
‘I'll stop tomorrow, honest.” | got in my car and started
driving to work. As soon as | rounded the corner to go
past the house, | saw this figure standing out in the
cold and rain with a sack in his hand. It was Daddy.
He was waiting for me so | would still have my biscuits

'Tis time to be thankful. Thanks for parental
love. Thanks for the purest love of all.



How BIG is Your GOD?

By Alan Knisely :

In Philip Yancey's book, “Soul Survivor,” he quotes Anne Dillard as saying, “Does anyone have the
foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke2” As | have been thinking about these words, |
have had the following thoughts.

When we pray and ask for anything, do we have any inkling of the power God could exercise in
response to our requeste Do we understand, even a little bit, just how powerful God ise2 Can we even
begin to fathom, the strength God can put to use for our good?

In the first chapter of Genesis, verses 3, and 14 through 18 we read, “God said, ‘Let there be
light,” and there was light. God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them be lights
in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. God made two great lights--the
greater light to govern the day and the lesser light fo govern the night. He also made the stars. God set
them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to
separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.”

According these verses, God simply spoke the sun, the moon, the planets, and the stars into
existence. Billions times billions of stars appeared in an instant because He told them to. If He can do
that with just a word, we can’t even begin to imagine what He can do when He puts His entire being
into accomplishing something (even this sentence probably makes no sense in relation to what God
can do).

Paul says in Ephesians 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to His power that is at work within us.” Paul says we are unable to measure how
much God can do in contrast to what we can ask, let alone imagine. If we can’t even imagine His
power, how can we expect we could ever understand ite

The longer | am Christian; the bigger my God gets, the more | realize how little of Him | am able to
understand, and the deeper grows my longing for Heaven and continuing the process (without my flesh
being in the way) of getting to know this INFINITE being. When | have been there 10,000 years, | will not
have begun to even scratch the surface of who God is.

So, the next time you ask God for something, remember: He hears you because nothing is too
soft for His ears to miss, He is listening because no one is beyond His love, He wants to do what is best for
you because no one is beyond His grace, He sees you because there is no place out of His line of sight,
He is speaking to you because no one is out of the range of His voice, He is reaching out to you
because no one is ever too far away for Him
to touch.

With His strength, He is able to heal our
greatest physical ailment. After all, He
created us. Why wouldn't He be able to heal
that which He has created? With His power,
He can heal our greatest mental anguish.
With His power, He can change us to be more
like Christ. Why He sometimes does and other
times does not, | haven't the faintest clue.

At the same time, He is able to gently
speak love and grace into our lives. He gently
prompts us to pray, and reach out to others in
love.

The question for you and me is, “Are we
listening? For His sfill small voice? And, to His
power and strength being loudly spoken?”




Men’s ROOM
A collaborative effort of the Men’s and
Prayer ministries
“Men ought always to pray”
“Teamwork”

By Walt Cieslukowski

“We are the perfect couple; I blister ‘em and Bluford
pours on the oil!” That is how Carmy Hess’ southern Aunt
Callie explained to the new pastor how she and her older
hushand-pastor got along in ministry. Callie was the feisty one
in the family, always reminding the young pastor what was
necessary, and proper. Her husband, on the other hand,
brought the soothing touch of a gentle, compassionate Father.

There is nothing like teamwork. We saw it on display
during the,” World Cup” soccer matches. So we know it
works in the natural world. This couple shows it works in the
spiritual realm. Here is a couple with different personalities,
using different gifts, and wanting the same outcome. That is
the kingdom of God to be manifested in people’s lives.

In Matthew 16, verse 14, Jesus just asked his disciples
how the people viewed Him. They answered by telling Him
the people viewed Him with different characteristics. And as
we read that verse, we see some saw Him as a reflection of the
characteristics of Elijah, while others thought of Jeremiah.
Quite a contrast would you not think?

Elijah was a quite the character. We are introduced to
Elijah in 1 Kings, chapter 17. He enters the scene and
proclaims no rain or dew for the next few years except by my
words. As you can see, Elijah is a no nonsense type of guy
with an unusual strength of character, and an intense spiritual
drive. The people saw these qualities in Jesus when he refused
to be intimidated by the religious leaders of His time. The
people also saw the opposite qualities in Jesus, that of
Jeremiah. Jeremiah was gentle, kind, compassionate, merciful,
and patient. He was known to weep openly for Israel with a
great capacity for kindness. Quite a contrast don’t you think?

I think the greatest fallacy in life is trying to do it all
on our own. The machismo rises up and we must prove
ourselves. We get it in our heads that we can do it all. For
who’s glory? Teamwork works. God has brought and will
continue to bring people together to accomplish His purpose
on the earth. Yes, with different personalities, and different
giftings. It will be a struggle once in awhile. As iron sharpens
iron, two people working in unity can grow and mature and
make each person better.

May we learn a lesson from Aunt Callie and Bluford?
That opposite attracts. That God in His infinite wisdom put
two people together to be used by Him, and when they are
walking according to their gifting, can bring that Balm of
Gilead to a hurting world.

Are we willing to let Jesus be our example? He is the
Word made flesh. He opposed the religious leaders of His
time with the truth. He was filled with the compassion of the
Holy Spirit to weep at Lazarus’ tomb, and not condemn
sinners, but offer them a way out. He is our model, example,
way, and life.

The nexttime you fee ke
GOD can't use YOU, just remember..

Submitted By Lucy Dice and Grace Brill

» Noah was a drunk

« Abraham was too old

- Isaac was a daydreamer

- Jacob was a liar

 Leah was ugly

« Joseph was abused

« Moses had a stuttering problem

- Gideon was afraid

= Sampson had long hair and was a womanizer

« Rahab was a prostitute

- Jeremiah and Timothy were too young

« David had an affair and was a murderer

- Elijah was suicidal

- Isaiah preached naked

- Jonah ran from God

- Nlaomi was a widow

= Job went bankrupt

= John the Baptist ate bugs

« Peter denied Christ

= The Disciples fell asleep while praying

- Martha worried about everything

« The Samaritan woman was divorced, more than
once

= Zaccheus was too small

« Paul was too religious

- Timothy had an ulcer ... AND

« Lazarus was dead!

So, no more excuses now!! God can use you to His full
potential. Besides you aren't the message, you are just
the messenger. God bless,

(Editor’s note: some of these are based on someone’s

interpretation of certain scriptures — hopefully you get the

point even if your interpretation is different.)
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Stewardship Corner

TALENT ~ TIME ~ HEALTH ~ RELATIONSHIP ~ MONEY

~Carmy Hess

This month we consider how our TIME
relates to stewardship:

Our time is a valuable resource for
giving, learning, and serving (ideas found at
https://www.mma-online.org). Being a good
steward of our time is a powerful act and it
pleases God. We see satisfying dividends in
our life and our relationships when we treat our
time as a gift. After all, what good are our
talents, relationships, or faith if we don’t spend
TIME on them?

A financial outlook guided by faith can
help you devote more TIME to activities that
matter to you. If you’d like to volunteer in
retirement, you might consider investments
that will provide income so you can afford to
offer your TIME. If you wanted to spend more
TIME with your family, your church, or
traveling — how would it impact your financial
or insurance decisions? Plus, how soon you
start making financial decisions is important to
your activities later on, because the more
TIME your money has to grow, the better.

Think about it . . .

There is a one-to-
one relationship
between the
possession of

things and the
consumption of time.

~from Good Sense Budgeting submitted by Peter Guinther
Reminder:

If you are facing a difficult financial situation,
or need questions answered about a mortgage,
your credit report, or your budget, MMA offers
free, confidential budget and debt counseling.
Take a card from the Stewardship Bulletin
Board, or contact Carmy Hess for more
information.

Hello Church Family

Submitted By The Deacons

Letting you know some ways you can love, following are
some needs our church body has.

1. Margo Houston is now learning to drive! Thank you to
all who offered to help her learn. After passing her test, she
will need a car to drive, and she does not have the funds
right now to purchase one. So if you know of a car to give
her or if you have an extra to share, just let her know. This
summer she is also looking for a new living situation. She
is interested in possibly being available to live with an
elderly, single woman whom she could care for in exchange
for housing. Let her know if you know of something like
this.

2. Bob and Nancy Secord are building an apartment on
their property for Bob's mother. If you have carpentry
skills, and could volunteer some time this summer, please
talk to Bob.

3. Thank you to all who are helping with meals and visiting
Mary Folsom! We need a couple of guys who are willing to
check in on her son, Steve. It would be great if someone
could take him out to eat and see how he is doing. Please
let Deb Gingrich know if you could do this.

4. Two Sundays in May we gave you the opportunity to
sign up to help with meals, babysitting, transportation,
garden work, snow shoveling, and moving help. (These all
are emergency services we offer our church family, and
those people we know that do not have a church family). If
you did not have the opportunity to sign up and would still
like to, please email Deb Gingrich at dldging@verizon.net.

We also started something new. If you have a skill you can
offer someone else (examples are car maintenance,
computer skills, tutoring, doing laundry, cooking classes-be
creative!) please let us know.

Also, we don't know if you have a need unless you tell us!
This is what we as a body of Christ are here for - to love
and share what we have with each other. This glorifies God
and hopefully our love will encourage each other and be a
light to those who don't know and understand this love.

Thank you!
Your Deacons are: Alan, Deb, Dinah, Garisanne, Luci,
Nancy, and Toody.



My Name is Rose...

Submitted By Emma Neights

The first day of school our professor introduced himself and
challenged us to get to know someone we didn't already know. |
stood up to look around when a gentle hand touched my shoulder.
| turned around to find a wrinkled, little old lady beaming up at me
with a smile that lit up her entire being.

She said, “Hi handsome. My name is Rose. I'm eighty-
seven years old. Can | give you a hug?”

| laughed and enthusiastically responded, “Of course you
may!” and she gave me a giant squeeze. “Why are you in college
at such a young, innocent age?” | asked.

She jokingly replied, “I'm here to meet a rich husband, get
married, and have a couple of kids.”

l “No seriously,” | asked. | was curious what may have
motivated her to be taking on this challenge at her age.

“| always dreamed of having a college education and now I'm getting one!” she told me.

After class we walked to the student union building and shared a chocolate milkshake. We
became instant friends. Every day, for the next three months, we would leave class together and talk
nonstop. | was always mesmerized listening to this 'time machine' as she shared her wisdom and
experience with me.

Over the course of the year, Rose became a campus icon and she easily made friends wherever
she went. She loved to dress up and she reveled in the attention bestowed upon her from the other
students. She was living it up.

At the end of the semester we invited Rose to speak at our football banquet. I'll never forget what
she taught us. She was introduced and stepped up to the podium. As she began to deliver her
prepared speech, she dropped her three by five cards on the floor.

Frustrated and a little embarrassed she leaned into the microphone and simply said, “I'm sorry I'm
so jittery. I'll never get my speech back in order so let me just tell you what | know.”

As we laughed, she cleared her throat and began, “We do not stop playing because we are old;
we grow old because we stop playing. There are only four secrets to staying young, being happy, and
achieving success.

You have to laugh and find humor every day. You've got to have a dream. When you lose your
dreams, you die. We have so many people walking around who are dead and don't even know it!
There is a huge difference between growing older and growing up. If you are nineteen years old and lie
in bed for one full year and don't do one productive thing, you will turn twenty years old. If | am eighty-
seven years old and stay in bed for a year and never do anything I will turn eighty-eight. Anybody can
grow older! That doesn't take any talent or ability. The idea is to grow up by always finding opportunity
in change. Have no regrets. The elderly usually don't have regrets for what we did, but rather for things
we did not do. The only people who fear death are those with regrets.”

She concluded her speech by courageously singing 'The Rose.’

She challenged each of us to study the lyrics and live them out in our daily lives. At the year's
end Rose finished the college degree she had begun all those months ago.

One week after graduation Rose died peacefully in her sleep. Over two thousand college
students attended her funeral in tribute to the wonderful woman who taught by example that it's never
too late to be all you can possibly be.

REMEMBER, GROWING OLDER IS MANDATORY. GROWING UP IS OPTIONAL. We make a
Living by what we get. We make a Life by what we give. God promises a safe landing, not a calm
passage. If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it.




Shepherding Heatts Together ~ For the Love of our Father

“put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity” Colossians 3:14

As Father's Day has come again this year, |
wanted to share a beautiful story | read that parallels our
Lord's commitment to us. May we see the persistent
devotion of the father in this story and be driven to
worship with our Father with our whole heart, “You are
S0, so good to me, my Father, my Abba daddy.” “It is
because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for
His compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
great is Your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22,23

A FATHER'S PROMISE
In 1989 an 8.2 earthquake almost flattened Armenia,
killing over 30,000 people in less than four minutes. In
the midst of utter devastation and chaos, a father left his
wife securely at home, and rushed to the school where his
son was supposed to be, only to discover that the building
was as flat as a pancake. After the traumatic, initial
shock, he remembered the promise he had made to his
son: "No matter what, I'll always be there for you!" And
tears began to fill his eyes. As he looked at the pile of
debris that once was the school, it looked hopeless, but he
kept remembering his commitment to his son. He began
to concentrate on where he walked his son to class at
school each morning. Remembering his son's classroom
would be in the back right corner of the building, he
rushed there and started digging through the rubble.

As he was digging, other forlorn parents arrived,
clutching their hearts, saying: "My son!" "My daughter!"
Other well meaning parents tried to pull him off of what
was left of the school saying: "It's too late!" "They're
dead!" "You can't help!" "Go home!" "Come on, face
reality, there's nothing you can do!" ™You're just going to
make things worse!" To each parent he responded with
one line: "Are you going to help me now?" And then he
proceeded to dig for his son, stone by stone.

The fire chief showed up and tried to pull him off
of the school's debris, saying, "Fires are breaking out,
explosions are happening everywhere. You're in danger.
We'll take care of it. Go home." To which this loving,
caring Armenian father asked, "Are you going to help me
now?"

The police came and said, "You're angry,
distraught and it's over. You're endangering others. Go
home. We'll handle it!" To which he replied, "Are you
going to help me now?" No one helped.

Courageously he proceeded alone because he
needed to know for himself: "Is my boy alive or is he
dead?" He dug for eight hours ... 12 hours . . . 24 hours .

By Amy Musser

.. 36 hours . . . then, in the 38th hour, he pulled back a
boulder and heard his son's voice. He screamed his son's
name, "ARMAND!" He heard back, "Dad!?! It's me,
Dad! I told the other kids not to worry. | told 'em that if
you were alive, you'd save me and when you saved me,
they'd be saved. You promised, 'No matter what, I'll
always be there for you!" You did it, Dad!"

"What's going on in there? How is it?" the father
asked.

There are 14 of us left out of 33, Dad. We're
scared, hungry, thirsty and thankful you're here. When
the building collapsed, it made a wedge, like a triangle,
and it saved us."

"Come on out, boy!"

"No, Dad! Let the other kids out first, ‘cause I
know you'll get me! No matter what, | know you'll be
there for me!”

"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you."
Deuteronomy 31:5

“For we have not a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let
us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time
of need." Hebrews 4:15-16

I had also been thinking of the best gift | could
give my husband for Father’s day, and it always comes
back to the commitment to pray for him. My diligence
over the years in this has waxed and waned, depending on
my level of busyness. | had good intentions that honored
God and my husband but good intentions are empty if
action isn’t followed. It wasn’t until about a year ago that
I purposefully changed. | should say the Lord changed
my perspective on this and the priority of my values.
Please do not take my next thought as one of judgment as
| say this to myself as well, How can anything be more
important, worthy of our time, more than turning our
hearts to our Father, loving Him before doing, planning,
pursuing anything else, and lifting up the people to Him
that we love most in this life? Promise after promise He
gives us, unending compassion, and mercy, and we put
Him on the waiting list? May our



(Continued ~ Shepherding Hearts Together)

days be ones of continual prayer, our hearts giving, and
singing Him the praise He is most worthy of, and also to
act in faith, believing He is answering our prayers one
way or another for those we lift up. As wives we have a
yearning for our hushands to be spurred on by our deep
love for them to love the Lord, and follow His purpose for
their lives. We might forget that part of showing our love
for them is to be proactive in praying for them. While
many of you might have this prayer already, | thought it
was fitting to share.

Lord, teach (husbands name) to be a good father.
Where it was not modeled to him according to Your ways,
heal those areas and help him to forgive his dad. Give
him revelation of You and a hunger in his heart to really
know You as his heavenly Father. Draw him close, to
spend more time in Your presence, so he can become
more like You, and fully understand Your Father’s heart
of compassion, and love toward him. Grow that same
heart in him for his children. Help him to balance mercy,
Jjudgment, and instruction the way You do. Though you
require obedience, you are quick to acknowledge a
repentant heart. Make him that way, too. Show him when
to discipline and help him to see that he who loves his
child disciplines him promptly (Proverbs 13:24). May he
never provoke his “children to wrath, but bring them up
in the training and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians
6:4). I pray we will be united in the rules we set for our
children and be in full agreement as to how they are
raised. I pray that there will be no strife or argument
over how to handle them and the issues that surround
their lives. Give him the skills of communication with his
children. I pray he will not be stern, hard, cruel, cold,
abusive, non-communicative, passive, critical, weak,
uninterested, neglectful, undependable, or uninvolved.
Help him instead to be kind, loving, soft-hearted, warm,
interested, affirming, affectionate, involved, strong,
consistent, dependable, verbally communicative,
understanding, and patient. May he require and inspire
his children to honor him as their father so that their
lives will belong and blessed.

Lord, I know we pass a spiritual inheritance to
our children. Let the heritage he passes on be one rich in
the fullness of Your Holy Spirit. Enable him to model
clearly a walk of submission to Your laws. May he delight
in his children, and long to grow them up Your way.
Being a good father is something he wants very much. 1
pray You would give him the desire of his heart.

May we put our love into action for our husbands,
and for our Father in Heaven, and pray, pray, pray! May
it not be a duty but the total delight of our hearts and days!

Walk Aeross The Room Stories

Connie Tennis

There are some people | work with that love to read
books, mostly mysteries, and romance novels. | lent them
the book “The Shack” in the hopes that it might spark
some thought-provoking conversation. Because |
supervise these people, | need to be careful about my
approach when sharing my faith. I always try to have an
answer ready when asked, and I’ve learned not to be too
pushy. For instance, the other day in a meeting, one of the
staff said there was an article in a health magazine that
asked the question, “If you could choose to live forever,
would you?” | responded, “I am going to live forever, just
not on this earth.” A few other staff nodded, and smiled,
and the one who asked the question was a little
bewildered, and then she said, “Well, yeah, but they didn’t
mean that . . . “ It is those types of moments that | now
say something, instead of keeping silent, yet | don’t push
the issue if the other person doesn’t inquire further.

I guess being “parents’ to Suying, who is not yet a
believer, is another example of literally walking across the
room!! Spending the last 2 years taking care of a non-
biological “child’ has certainly stretched both Donny and
me in nUMerous ways.

Dar Miller

There has been a friend in my life that | see several
times each week. She has a yearning for a relationship
with God, yet seems to get derailed at every turn that her
life takes. | have made it a point to be there for her when
she needs a friend to talk to. Years ago | met with her to
study scripture about once a week. That slowly fizzled
out, as the other details, and struggles in her life took
precedence. Recently, she has been having serious
marital problems. She is currently separated from her
husband with the future being uncertain. 1 am able to
check in on her often. She hugs me, and often tells me
tearfully what is happening in her relationship with her
husband. | offer what support, and wisdom I have. |
frequently tell her I pray for her, and ask her to pray for
her husband so that her heart stays soft. A few days ago,
she mentioned that she would like to soon start back up
with a Bible study with me.

All of this to say, even if years go by, our investments
in peoples lives DO make a difference for the kingdom of
God. When our faces reflect the love of God, people who
are searching see something different, and good, and want
it too.
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Jocilyn Erikson

Both my husband, and I, unknown to each other,
wrote the same name to put in the jar a year ago. It was a
family member about whom we are both worried for
many reasons. We have not seen salvation come, yet we
are trusting because God put the same name on both our
hearts, He has a plan, and will be faithful to see His will
accomplished. What we have seen is a change in our own
attitudes and prayers. We are no longer despairing of this
person ever coming to know the Lord, and we are no
longer critical — just sad, and spurred on to pray even
more. Instead of distancing ourselves from this family
member because of bad attitudes, and hateful words, we
are being inclusive, and warm, and full of unconditional
(most of the time) love. We are determined to not give
up. We will be patient as long as it takes, and we will
keep that name in the jar of our hearts until a miracle
occurs.

Fred Miller

Recently | was at a youth sports game, and | “walked
across the field” to someone | knew as an acquaintance,
not as a friend. | asked questions about his sons, and his
family, to get to know him, and his wife. The man’s wife
said she liked my t-shirt which had Micah 6:8 on it (to
love justice, kindness, and walk humbly with God). After
15 minutes | said goodbye, and he said, “Maybe we can
do lunch sometime.” | was surprised, and decided to
follow-up. The next Monday | emailed him, and we’ve
set a date. Although I don’t know where the conversation
will go, I want to be used by God to be His voice of love,
and truth to my friend in whatever way He directs.

Amy Underkoffler

The name on my heart was of a coworker. | made her
a CD of worship songs when she was dealing with some
very difficult family, and health issues. We talked about
church, and she has expressed interest in visiting CVC.
We haven't been able to coordinate a date yet. She had
agreed to come to the Christmas cantata, then the bad
weather kept her away. She lives in Lebanon, so while
the drive is far, I'm hoping she will still come at some
point. 1 don't talk to her frequently anymore since we no
longer work in the same office. | am trying to get together
for lunch with her every so often to keep the friendship
going, and | email her periodically to ask how she is
doing, particularly as she deals with ongoing serious
health issues.

Malisa McCurdy

A while ago, when we were asked to place the name
of someone who has been on our hearts, and who we
wanted help to pray for, it was so heavy on my heart to
name my sister. My sister hasn't had the easiest life, she
is a mother of 5 children, and is trying hard to make good
choices for them. She has had several relationships with
men in her life that have failed very badly. She is
currently married, and that marriage too, is just hanging
on by a thread. When | began getting closer to GOD, and
seeing how much better my life has become with Jesus in
my heart, | started to tell her about it. Here and there we
would talk about GOD, and how praying was so powerful.
She would call me sometimes just crying, and I will never
forget the time she called, and said, "I just feel like hiding
in a closet, and talking with GOD!" | told her to do it!
GOD wants us to take those burdens, and give them to
him. He is there to listen to us, and one thing | have
learned is that you can never pray too much. Since then
she has been going to church here, and there, and | know
GOD is there in her heart, and | will continue to pray for
her, and 1 ask that you all do too.

Luci Shank

The person | have been relating to, and praying for in
the past year, is a female Asian shopkeeper. 1 go into her
store frequently to do business there, and we have become
friends, especially since the very sudden death of her
husband last January. We have had a number of
discussions about death, about God our Creator, and how
to face daily life. 1 have witnessed her acceptance of my
telling her about Christ's death and resurrection during the
recent Holy Week as I related details of a Passion Play |
had attended in our town. | am encouraged by our
ongoing conversations.

Jeff Miller

In my life | have been looking at trying to build
friendships and share love through my role as a lacrosse
coach, as well as with my neighbors.

As a coach, I have had the chance to minister to kids
when a former teammate of theirs committed suicide and
the ongoing journey for at least one of my players. 1 also
had the team over to play Nerf Quest in our church
building and hoped that through that, they got a clearer
vision that “church,” and a “pastor” weren’t as irrelevant
as they perhaps thought.

Also, through the last year or two, | have been
building a friendship with one of my assistant coaches.
About a month ago | felt God was saying that it was time
to bring up faith. So, on one bus ride to a game, | took the
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plunge, and | was so thankful I did. What followed was a
light and good-natured conversation about faith.
Although he said he was an agnostic, we were able to
discuss several aspects of faith. | tried to give him
possible answers to some of his questions and doubts, as
well as making an effort to make Jesus, and living for
him, as compelling as it really is. He hasn’t mentioned
anything since, so I’m praying that through our friendship
I’m planting seeds in his life that perhaps will lead into
him being more curious in the future. He’s a great guy,
and | know if he surrendered to God’s love, he would be
able to be used in great ways for the Kingdom.

On the neighbor front, it’s been encouraging to get to
know one of our neighbors better, and we hope to do more
with them this summer. We both are young, and have or
will have young girls, so | look forward to seeing how that
friendship blossoms in the future.

Also, one last story | want to share to encourage you
all. We just had a new family move into our
neighborhood. | knew that | wanted to try to help them
unpack their moving truck and didn’t know what day that
would be. Well, the other Friday night, | was excited
because | had planned to take Shan out to a little date at
the Drive In. It was two movies | had really wanted to
see, and we were going to pick up Thai food to eat, which
was great since | had skipped lunch. | had even taken
time to make a cozy space in the back of our jeep to watch
from. An hour or so before we were going to leave, | was
walking outside, and saw that the new neighbors were
unloading a 26ft truck. The cool thing is that what could
have been a potential drag in our plans, | saw instead, as
an awesome opportunity. 1 quickly changed into
sneakers, and when Shannon (who didn’t mind missing
the movies cause she was getting up early the next day!)
asked me how long | was going to help, I said, “However
long it takes, even if we can’t go to the Drive In.” |
remember being surprised by my openness to having my
plans changed, and then how cool it was that God was
giving me a heart that, at least in this moment, ;-), could
be focused on God’s heart.

So, off I went, walked over to introduce myself, and
see if they needed any help. Well, it turned out that it was
just the Dad, and his older daughter who was 11, or so,
who were unloading the whole thing. He gladly
welcomed my help. | soon realized that this was a large
enough job that my helping would mean a "no" to the
Drive In. That didn’t matter. It was great to have such a
clear opportunity to serve my new neighbors that | wasn’t
going to pass it up. So, we worked together for the next
hour and a half moving boxes into his house. We talked
some throughout and it was neat to get to know him

better. Several times he mentioned how thankful he was.
When we were done he gave me a bottle of water, and we
stood around and chatted more before | walked back
home. | don’t know what God has in store with those
neighbors. 1’m glad that I could show the church in that
little way. May this story inspire you to continually strive
to have God’s eyes and vision in your lives so we can be
the kind of people that hold loosely to our plans and
desires and are always ready to be the church!

Anonymous

There are several people in my life who don’t know
God that | have had the great opportunity to love. One is
a neighbor, and the others are two friends. Normally, I'm
not one who goes out of my way to “walk across the
room.” Often | make excuses like, I was too busy, or it
was inconvenient. | wanted to let you, my church family,
know how God has been working in my life, to nudge me
out of my comfort zones. You see, it’s easy sometimes to
just worry about my own family, home, and life. So,
God’s been helping me see things from His perspective,
and to take risks even when | would rather not. And,
when | do that, | see God clearly at work, and me
becoming the kind of person | desire to be - it’s exciting!
With my neighbor, I’ve had the chance to love, to listen
to, and to get to know her better. I’m able to talk about
my church family, and my faith, and what they mean to
me. Through the last few months, I’ve really seen God
soften her heart, and | hope she will one day soon open
her life to the love of God that I experience daily.

Then there are these two friends in my life who | feel
God continually wanting me to reach out to. Of course |
love them naturally, and | feel that God has me in their
lives to continue to be His light. They are on their own
unique journeys, and it’s been really encouraging to see
some growth, and there are deeper connections taking
place in our friendships. We are able to openly discuss
our joys and struggles about our families as well as about
God, and the questions they have.

It's very possible that one of my friends or neighbors
could visit the church soon and I'm concerned that if they
read this they would feel like a "target™ instead of
someone that I'm simply trying to love. Therefore,
although there’s a lot more to tell, I think it’s best to finish
with just this much and remain anonymous for now.
Perhaps one day | can go into more detail about these
stories. | wanted to at least share this much to encourage
you all. God wants to use us to bring love to every person
in our lives, especially the ones who need it the most.
Don’t listen to your excuses like I used to, listen to God’s
voice! Take risks and go love!
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